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LITERARY GEMS FROM 

THE DIM, SHADOWY PAST 

If Reading: Be the Nurse of Culture, then It 
Is Worth While to Read What the An- 
cients Wrote Hore than Two Thou- 
sand Years Ago and Compare 
With the Bible, 





, ReadinK 

mb fac't i- .laiiiillnl I,, all .Uu\rn\ 
and tinkers. 

.^IhA anolhi-r fait coiifionlx 
.^Wuitever degree of culture we imiv 
«tt«iii<i« •Itogetber dependent upun the 
•lutlity of the reading fuminhed 

Will any diaimta this? 

If wc.are agreed no far then we rmi 
reaaon from that and by inference tliai 
the prfkple of ancient times wore nu; 
unlettered nml iinrMltiif.l f..r llin.i,..'li 

tha rc«ent i 
thology. l>.v 

tlie book ju»t iM'injf out, we find iiii I'l 
■ gant diction, a remarlcahle beauty 
phra«<*nlogy, and fntm tlie 

lections offered we nre convinced ' 



it {■* -hnwi 

iiii'.n of )K)oks ever penned liy n\ 
Urigiiter, better, jsrander and 
more true to nature and 
are tl>e wrilinfcs of the C.reekn than 
any nf which the Christiani 
There .» no death to 

, no mgry personal 
inimt t>e staved off. Light and 
m from their pa^>8 and tiM An- 
thology \f auioni; the best. Now 
•ipf'tlie eiTili?jiti(in wipfd away %y the 
eiiiel mnroh uf the fioidiera of 

InJt; of the lc»« to all the 
' ■tfChristianity 

:.«»<l« her a wr^jt , 

V^of 



iads of Rod* l,plipv..d in 1. 
in her palmy dnyn, thow when she reign 
ed supreme in the world of intellect and 
literature, never worked one tithe the 
harm, the misery and iinhappint 
Ml of th.' rhri<.tinn. . 
lldclUll lilllr IMM-ll,^ ..f 
the _^ntholoii\ i« .••niipiwi-d were v 
iKstwaeu th.'iiMaiid and two . thousand 
Ave: kundrcd years ago. It is important 
tiiat we sliould renieinl>er that, because 
it suffuses all the exi|uisite artiAtic 
jewel." with a sort of tender twilight 
sentiment. Two thousand years ago! 
Two thousanil years npi the fair world 



her lovers, spring flowers 

flowers, /enophile, the 

lion, has burst i 
i.li».iii. Meadows, why idly hiugh 
the liri>;htness of youi 
my Kirl 'i* lietter than garliada sweet 
smell. 

Now here is 
l>itili of tragedy: 

Old .Vniyntlchus tied hia< pltnunetad 
(i-iliintj ni t round hii fl<h -spear, ceasing 
I'lriin seatoil. and spake towards 

and the salt surge of the sen. 
h'tiiii^' a tear fall from his eyelids: 
II an evil age, clinging Poverty 
her youth and waataa my limbs, 
to a 

t ilra^s breath but from the law, 
er. of both earth and *«a, 



IS th. 

if west wijul 'CvFll lull 
tlice, nod thfejBhepherd on the mountains 
pipng' at nodli nigh the spring under a 
eoopse leafHT plane; so, escaping the 
(xlors of the^ antumnal dog^tar, thou 
wilt eruVs (he height to-mnrrow^ trust 
this good counsel that Pan given thee. 

And hcrel by Antipatcr of Sidon, \* 
a. picture o| the summer sea: 

Now is the\seaaon for a ship to run 
through the gurgling water, and nu 
longer docs the sea gloom, fretted with 
gustj: squalls, and now the swallow 
plasters her round houses under the 
fters. and the .oft leafage laughs in 
le 111, a. Therefore wind up your 

and understood ami interiiret.il the hu- Ltretch the foreatay to carry your well- 
man aoul with a power that has never Lroven sails. Thia I, the son of Biumius, 
bMU surpassed. Two thousand years bid you. Pripoua of the anchorage, 
ago love and roses, death and laW; , "And the soft leafage laughs in the 
the #11d seas, and the t!lanein« swallows; ' „„,a,i„ws": a moat poetical book. Hut 
aii.l the dan.in^' maidens were just the ti,,,,. an.l spaoe an iMMTable. We Can 

beautiful niy-leties they are to day, and l.iit ,|.i„t. e mot« p^: the epitaph 

the ftreeka sang of theui in language i nf Sophocles: 
which waa stepped in dew and s^light. (wtiy 
And BOW let us hear Theatattla ••«a|„ntlv ci 
his Spring bong: 



birth tide the 



nut 



I )>!< 



Mdging to her l>r<M)d 
ed cella; and the 
lephyr woAing 

the broad ship 



r th* tomb of Soph„cies. 
'I gently cre«p, O Itry, ffinging forth thy 
I green treses, and all about let the rose 
petal blow, and thee hutered vine shed 
her soft tendrib found, for the sake of 
*ise-h«irted aloquence mingle.1 .if 
iimses and gnuei that lived on hi- 
I'yed tongue. 

it us return to 41m opening wuteiire. 
iiting that reading is the nur.se of 



if the 



'The 1 



hoppers were "iiiad with iriusio." when 
they heard in tlie fields such songs as 
these: songs of beauty welling limpid 
in "dew and sunlight." How the Greeks 
loved XatiM.-! Yes. and »ls„-liut listen 
to Meleaper; 

that' thou playest on the harp, Zen- 
ophile; ovetf sweet are the notes of the 
tuiW. Whither* shall I liy from thee* 
On all hands the loves enoimpass me 



ind li 



nth for 



9 moist narcissus, and bhMini 



songs of .Solomon are not to 
he er.iiipaie.l with the sweet poem- givefc 
aliove. And, fancy, now, these were 
written more than two thousand years, 
far Itefure the time when, we are in 
formed, wise men followed a star in 
Bethlehem. 



ABOUT A SMALL MAN. 

Frisco. 

If It strikes you O. K. turn loose in 
"Blade and send some extras— about 
fifty centa worth. 



criticism. Got It. In two daya aatd, 

"I don't like your paper." "Why." 
He. It is not iconoclastic enough, I 
want a iiaiier that advocates the kill 
iim of all the priesthood. 

Cee! Inn thought I Was a warm nieiu- 
lii hot I n, not in it anv 'i 
Niake> my head 
flieiid of t'haflea 



BradlMch, DdoU and 
> k* tatn to 



'rmit the things | 
by 

_ tmth of odd 

and HiH punvi 

veal Thy righteousness now' they saif 
to Clirist, and Chritt -aid to them; 
'The limit of the yeuil. of the power ol 
Satan has been fulflllhd. but other ter 
rible thiaga are at ha)id> and I was de 
llvered unto death on behalf of those 
who sinned In order that they may 
return to the truth i 
to the end that they may inherit the 
spiritual, indestnicfible glory of ri);ht 
etiusness whicn is in heaven." 

In discu sing the new verse Prof 
Samlen said: 

"This newly discovered pamgrnph \va« 



lines of it are cited in Latin transhu 
tiiins. It has ksi| l>een ilaiiniKt thil 
Mark xv., 8-20, waa an addition t.> lli< 
Gospel, borrowed frail some other un 
known Gospel near the end of. the Sec 
ond eenttuy. 

"This new manuscript proba^ ly pre 
•ents the original fnrnt tif that part o 
the lost tJospel which, inultilaled. wa- 
added to Mark. The rCnson for th. 
iiniisHion is (juitc appawnt, 
verse contains the statement, 

at hand. 

epistle: of Peter aad Paul, but the four 
r.ospels do not have it, aad it is 
ed liy the later ehar«h writers." 

Prof. Sander* declared that the new 
found manuscript also contains what la 
known us the liturgical ending of the 



s the MW 



The 



nd. 



Hid. 



tharl.'"s I,. Freer, of IVfroit, who wa 
traveling in Kgypt and searching f.i 
luldition to hi« art 



SICKINtt FOR rnuTH. 

.las. K. hughes; — 

hu losed find P. O. order for one 
copy each of The Age of Reason, and 
Answtr to Christian Questions. Also 
some sanipl.- copitjs of the Blade and 
i list of your books. 

Where can I get the Woman Bible 
by Mrs. Cady Stanton? 

If you bar* aay tneu and boolv 
for mlsalonary work for distrlbutloi 
alst) enclose same. 

I have a young Cdiivm wliiuii 1 ip 
iiitorested In and wish lo saw :nih 
superstitious influences. I have beei 



for several addtttoMl eonvarta. 

A.r. 



what amouat a man musk possess' 
■flTio shall determine thi/ amount 
fhnll the Legislature < Shall we pa! 
a law limiting the amount of business 
that a banker, hroker, or i 
annually do? Shall we 
limiting the number of 
that a departmeat store may poaaaael 
The fac4 is that money hi ItseH ha* 
tin moral quality. All ilefM>nds 



The- 



[irises at home and abroad. In 
ilaitions for education and for n 
and for Tarioa* 



1. Humn labor ia the nitiBiate 



standard of value, and coins might in 
in the worM ta^taar .tmctively he inscribed in terms of 
This idea i* found in the 



sto.jcs and shares, and .if inheritance, 
the original exchange- [tower of money 
has become subordinate and aoridental 



arge fertunea are a menace 
: by reason of the oontri 
mphaaiae. the gnat power t 
and the uneertain rharacter 



4. Since wealth ia the power of de- 

terminins the direction of human ac- 

fortiim-s are due to artificial social ar- 
rangements, which may be altered; and 
it is desirable to riiiinnrfdi 

the law nf ipherlUnce. 

6. Steady industry and 
come are who^Hiomer Isith 
ity and rapid nc<|uisi 
Financial interests p 



I Inter 



^I3 BEST REAOINQ MATTER. 

Petroleum Center, Pa. 
James. K. Hughea:— 

EncloMd And P. O. order tor 11.60 
to apply on my aubacriptloa to tlM 



CHRISTIAN CITY 

Noted Freethinker Takes Issue with t 
Preacher on a Very lapailiiat 
Topic Affecting our Dtity LUa. 

REPRINTED FROM 

SBCVIAS TBOmdR. f 

i" B. K. I'nderwood.) 
. Miller disoiirsed yeaterday 
I -A ( hristian City." l9e 
marked earne«tneaa> and 
force. The subject ia one in wbith he is 
ridently .leeply interested, aad into 
which he threw his whob soal. Mr. 
Miller is very direct, very sealou^} so 
r» that there is no niom for any 
V of fancy or humor in the presenta- 
I of his ideas. If he had theae qual- 
ities in some .legree, they wouM enliven 
, and ia oar <9ililon add 
u the effeetivaaMa of hie* 
Httersnces. But he is too profoundly 
awful solemnity of 
iitiject til ailinit of any lightening 

f ids >, i II by any strokes of 

iir pleiLsiiiK illustrations such as 
.|»eaker» u e in order to .«tr<MMI»- 
1 upo» thew audianat^ 
s idea of a Christian 
one in which Christisn be- 
lli practice and Christian 
ail. He made a nuniW of. 
f.-reni'.'s in order to ahot^ 
destroyed oitiea beoanaa- 
Ine s, and he dealai«d that 
i sting on the earth will, 

, if the; 

those that have 

r-^^jis of the Wil.-^.-., 
speakingXwe mvf^' mm^^ ' ^'liSk 
thought ^hat^lljlfpegatfar'^ ' 




flghter. a 'relentle*.. 

logician, and a 

t'« inspire respec t and even fear rather 
thin love.' Vet Hu\ley, when he lia.1 
laid aside his armour, waa one of the 
itentiest of i 

his wife and «Mldi«n, and led quite an 
Ideal home life. He waa full of fun. 
in.l the boys and girls cracked jokes 
with him. Here is a t;ood story about 
hifii which Mr. (oilier tells:— ' 

l.iki- the rest of the family, I was 
quite acenstomed to getting the wor t 
•f k in the war of wita. But there was 
>ne glorious moment when T »ucee(«.led 
n paying ofT .>ld ore-s. I was paintinjr 



4^ 



I I I 



"' I' ' 'lie l"'"k she had l>een reail 

in;:. llii\l..\ rami- in. and chuckling at 
the -itiial 1(111. mischievously auticested 
that I sh.iiild put the title of one nf his 
frien.l Horiwrt S|ieneer's works on the 
volume over which my sitter had fallen 
asleep. I welcomed the siiggKstion. lait 
objected that the book had a title al 
• eady. On hb bendii« forward t» in 
-l«.i it. be rHid on the back. "Ilu^ 



i ths e 



tirelv 



misrepresenting hi- 
■r have also been- woven. Re 
people imagine ths*^ he was a 
and abusive eontrovebalbt— 
to strike terror rather than win 
M a generous and court- 
with a hatred of cruelty 

md injustice. 

Lecturing from his teens till the end 
>f hi. life, and appn. ving himself, ia 
he opinion of many, the greatest orator 
of his time; battling in body apd mind 
from the boyish escapade of "flghtins 
through I>)na.vhmok Fair to the gi- 
santic conflict ot six years with a law- 
les, mail. I ity in Parliament and the 
1^ a whole natnn; throwing 

liiiii-. If into enterprise after enterprise, 
at one time in a plot to elect a 'Liberal 
Pope; at another negotbth^ a loan for 
an Ttalbn dty: at tau^ leading n 
national campaign to prevent Knglish 
intervention against France in the 

who lii-li'il to Mild;;,.,,!, him; alwny* 
ili.ill.ii.-iiiir serried ]>i'ejudH^ and con- 
frontinL' iiiiilt it iidinniis resentments: and 
all the wliih- a cordial friend and a 
ehi-erfiil comrade — he appears to soms 
of us. on retrospect, cast in the m.>uld 
more heroic age. recalling Pint- 
arch's men in a worid wjiers wire puU- 
W medioerity at timea wtnm to uchi^e 



, tlmQkira,^iiiP qwwtb a£d da«|tac<; 
^ cities do q||t depend upon ' 

g iTp and 
01 population, or aa currepta of 
land commerce and- line* of traTel 
and "transportation are changed. Cob> 
■juest add a thousand other causes con- 
tribute tdf these changes, l yre ceased 
city, not hecause of her 
vices, but because of the changes here 
indicaU'd. Dania cii". one of the oldest, 
if not llie oldest of the citi.-s of the 



rid. 



by the 
I with a. populatioi 



prophets, still 

of XMfim. Undoa, nMBttaia* by 
Tacitua has steadily grown -and ia mnr 

fhe largest city nf Europe, although it 
has its full share of vi,v. some portions 



he .-ities of lairope. Hut the physioalt' 
he ;.'eo;:rHphical, and the eoonoaUe laa- 
•oils for its exntence continue to make 
t a great metropolis, as it ia likely t»- 
le fur hundreds of years to some, 
laniestown w«s not more wicked thanr 
Richmond: New- London and Newport 
not more wicked than Boston and 
York; but tli#*e were phy-ioil and 
oiiic rea ons for the growth of the 
■r cities and for the op|iosite ten- 
y in the cities which hav< 



a* If such suppression would e 

• safety an.l -rowth of (^lino 
iior i. s„„| tr.-i.h ,ix days i. 



It. likely to 



■t the evil effcts 

drinking. If theatres are 

bad and they are nin six days and alx 
nights in the week, the chiaiag of their 
d(K>rs on Sunday will surely not deatroy 
their evil effects. Mr. Millar'i idea m 
evidently to insure obaervanee of the 
diiess of the Mibbath. But thta 
>l be done by law. There may be 
liiti.in of eerlain acts, but there can 
> enforcement of recognition of th« 
Sabbath by compulsory measures, and 
» were, it would not insure 
osnasa. Mr. .Miller should 
hat in days when the 
l'uriUnk»l Sabbath was enforced therw 
was just as much vice, in nuny inspects, 
as there is to-day; and he nhould abo' 
remember vhat there are many people 
of the Ch«btian faith who do not 
lielievc that tka scripture, command m» 
• keep the Sabbath in any form c 



y way implying 



ibligation 




I ''-'IrimMiMiii 



BLVI aSASS BLADB 



While diacussing Christ and In-* ^Siskt-i-s it ma\ 
be well to reflect upon the fnot tlmt We never saw 
fMt UM. aatf Mltcd by Ctau-1»» OhttU» Moor* «p to ^ pidnre of an aiigel witli uliiskors 4r the reason 
M,a«a.m r«ary r IXW. I,,,',, ,.„. rbjeete, and 

I II tl),' sn;rt:et-tion coiaes thai if men do|get there it 

IAMBS E. HUGHES BJltor and PublUber is -'uly by a close shave. 



..w. fii.-iuls, liiivo lint ivr.Mv.'d one solitary i-row Mill lu'tt.-r when starving babea ceaae to 
riliiitioii towanls this undci-takinj?. The in\-jtntr nt inipt.v hivasts beneath the shadow of mil- 
■luent IS hf 'm» niade by our own unaided { sunir. The ehurch still sends bibles and hjTnn- 



SUBSCRlPriON HATES. 
9.r mkil. paatpaid, 50 x r 
riTs nsw Bubserlbsrs sent 



uii« ramL't«&ce at tl-00 



m MLL mmn ortsri, diafto, l*y»J»'« 
ta JAMM I. HUGHES, tnligtoii, Ky.. m thi« 
Win fMiUtats oMiMtlon. 



The Preethought movement languisaps for men 
and women who are controlled by conLience and 
care naught for popularity ; men ami vAomen who 
are influenced and moved l)y a pure k>atriotisin 
rather than a desire for personal (rain profit. 



roots and ikw meat, 

trees, attirkd them- 



Our ancestors lived on 
inhabited eaves ami hollo 



ttinii'f overcoat 



ADVBRTISINC; RATES Si 1\ CS in a slirali ol rc.l paiir 

ALL ADVBRT1SEMBNT8 of wbat.oever character ac ; aud a few freckles lor sunun..- att .r.-, a.ul N^t ortho- 
ceptS will bs puWlU»ed at the rale of $100 P«r doxy would have us believe that this was the man 
inch per month, -uiUsM by spsclal contract jjhen . , ^ ^^^^ ^nd would prova 

Religious prosecutions are the greatest frauds on 
earth for they lead to the assumptiou that an 
alnughty being can he actually injured and its feel 
iii-s hurt hy the arsrunient-s of man wliieli iuggest 
lli;it ilioir iaith musi 1h- \\oi.'fully weak or their 
hriizon frau.l. It is uuleed :i woiik cause 
that must take refuge behind forgotton law^s born 
brutish ignorance. 



OBHSIAL BU8IN»M RULES. 
ALL BUBSCRIPTIONB to the Blade wUl.be dlsc. mlnue.l 
at tbs sxplratlon of the Urm for whlcli h. 8;>t' 



liihlcH and 
but little 'nt( rest to ii 
irealed about hissys 



, II rt in tlu- hope of inen'asing the sphere of use- books to the fam:ine mifTerfefs, when bacon and 
I iiinesR in which the paper has been operating and I beans would aecamplish more wontlerful results. 
.p.iiing up a new field for it to work in. ThisjJuHt simply a .ase of mistaken energy 
sHiiJwill be the last to appear in its present form. ; hymn liool 
Sex] week it will be in new attire. What we ask ' nwin-with 
of yMi is to make an elTort to help n.s by aidin-r tn t. in. Th.' n 
h.' Increase of its circulation. To this end wi' have i h.' . hui . ii 

.{.Tided to try and experiment for .dnbbinjr rat. s lo alu.iii l..ri.v irv. n I raia^s ol 
,.n trial subseriptions so that the Ulado can be v.;iri-i ■ ' " ' 
.cnt; to prospective subscribers iil a cbeM|. rate ; i:an;r 
for* limited period m1 tune. Ucad our oiler; li'H I 

We will s. ml the Hiad<' In any a^ldress for six lehth; 
iHoiifhs at tiftv cents ,.ach. provided five subwjrip- 



. oflbisvc 
, „iid lliev 



tioiis bo sent ill at ime reiiiit 1 ii nee. This is in line 
with the old i>luu but the iH'riod is for six months 
instead of one year. Our friends will appr«iate 
the fieoesity of this when they know that the trusts 
have so increased the price of materials out of 
whieh a paper is made that it is an in 
pr.Kluee even the Uiade as cheaply 
could lie produced live years au-o. 
Ihe trusts have exacted a iii-hcr pr 



ssibiiity 



le Hi :,\ iieiiuiiie 'and dislud out by a 
- «Im. arc often 80 deplorably ignorant 
III I lint icli a rcligiotis thesis from aii 
III. And yet fhe ehurch has drifte.i 
into a Hort of social clearing house, nu (Sthetic 
fore-court to hell while fat priests minister to 
languid minds. Is it any wonder there exists an 
■■underworcl" t1in, is doin.iiiatcd by ■'dciir.-i la 



Ml „ni<-lc Tliroi 

' V inte.l the 

lalli of n-lil doi 



i-jh tin- 



advanrc. Th.' 

SdlfSTsu" on 'uTe "piper Vlll show .uhscrlbers 
the date .-f expiration of .ubscrtptlon. Back 
numbera. or miinferg omitted wUl b« ••nt. It 
ul^d frfr, upou rene al i, case of dlicontlnuance 
SHOULD ANY BUHSCKllU-K ch.M<t kit or her address 
aavise thl. office. giMug b.ih old and new. anu 
ths Blade will be sent to the new add res.. a» 

THB OniCTB of publication of the Blaiie Is at 
/'Nortlk Llmsatone Street, Lexlngiou, Konti 
which all Frsethlnkers will be given a heart j 
welcome. 

JIADE \p eaiewd at the Vostofflo., at 'j>^i»nt< 
Ksntiicky. a* sMond olasi maUlBi inatisr. 

^ORABB BLAXNi. P. O. Bra Ml. Lextoftan, Ky. 



THE ] 



_ 01 puoucauuu .u, ... - establish a strict censorship of the press 

_A ""VfiortiTLlinsatone Street. LexlngioQ, Kentucky, to ^^^j permit nothing to be published that was not 
whlch ill Frsethlnkers will be given a heartj ^.^j^^j^j^.^.^.j ultra-orthodox and they would require 
Jews, Freethinkers and all unbelievers to recant on 
pain of death or #ubmit lo conversion luider har- 
rows of inm. The Annerican advocate of orthodoxy 
is of the woBrt kind known and is posaesaed of an 
absolute brainleM bifotry. 

• • • • 

The beat Cfliriatitn ia he who can weep copiously 
because the heathen in foreign lands have no bibles 
and is a trifle backward on supplying; the heathen 
at home with brea.l ; who .'an tell the smoothest 
falsehood with the straicliicst face; wlm ,-an sing 
at protracted meetings and become the most expert 
circulators of rcli^'ious caliimnics a-amst those who 
refuse to aceei-t their creed. Tlie world woidd be 
better oil if we could manage to lose such people. 
Better still, trade him oil for a yellow pup and then 
lose the pup. 

• • • • . 

As intellect develops the race advance* and just 
as it becomes perverte<l, from any cause, the race 
returns to barbarism. The eat of hiuuan progress 
led men to erect 
and praise an 



Jl 



Timie works. 

• • • • 

Some men don't. 

• • • • 

live your own life. ^ 

Buckle to and help. 

• • • • 

Start the shoots growing. 

• • • • 

There is always a best time: 

• • • • 

Think free and act right to alL 

• • • * 

If you seek it find it now toad act. 

• • • '• 

AMttewHt is both right aitd fundamental. 
- ~ • • - 

God inwariably manatres 



le product of 




America is too fuU of those "Me and god" 
eatiires who would, if invested with plenary 
power, 



■es in a circle. Ipruoranr«>j led mi 
rs and .supplicate with pr.iV'cr and 
MMi, unknuwn p,.wcr, and e;5|b.d it ! 

• • • • / 



)d. 



Christian people have 



overlaid morality 

■d Jind de- 




II. thai 



from the 
it ill other 
I. the ei>st 
xirtionately, 



imlpii 



odiiction has been incrcii.sed jir . 
r su^'frestion is that you select five names of 
whom vou believe would like to become 
rib« rs, ()r would subscribe if the paper could 
be brought before them. Send those names to us 
with addreees and fifty cenUfor each name and we 
will send the Blade for six months. Subscription 
cirds will be sent to anyone on api>lieation at the 
s.ime rate so that when yon ..-ct a subs.'riber. or a 
p.>s8ible subscriber, all you 
tlic card to us properly fill 
and post office address. 

The puWieation of the Bb 
stnieplc for us and at. time 

pa.-»scd I 



s IS III, iT.u.lniit. 

Hi. runrl.ls « ill colli iiMie lo exist s(j lonj: as the 
pcriiiitteil lo renuiin a penitentiary for 
the mind. Thi falsity and artiticialness of the en- 
tire system is as apparent as the complexions of 
the dear sisters who sit and listen to the yapid 
iiu>iithii;i»rH of these paid preachei-s of a so-called 
gospel of lovc and eluirity. Underworlds, indeed. 
Not Iiicaii.se i)overty' is there, iiol because of ipno- 
ranc... but b.va.ise ,d' crime. .\nd tins after twi- 



tbo 



id ; 



of (■bn> 



1 the I 



of ; 



iilh the 



when H<1 



Mo 



that 

iwuv many cnlertaincd a notion that the 
oiild not long survive him and hesitated 
ab nit renewals, These doubU ahouW now be re- 
nt, v. d Although we have got behind in the date, 
tlirough no fault of ours, yet we have never miaaed 
a single issue of the paper and we have kept it 
poing through suMhine and storm. The fight has 
been almoat single handed. Pew of the old writers 
an with us. Dr. Wilson, beset by misfoHnne, ha* 
not been able to write for the Blade as he once 
di^l. :Mrs. Henry, throuph sickness inid death of 
has not had the heart or the <M)uraRe to 
1 h. r pen in onr behalf. John K. Clarke. E. 
LeWis. and one or two others still chip m and we 
i\ thankful to thifce for their etVorts in thus aid- 
- Cmild .the Blade have 

"^*^vjask would' be 
^ave a li 
We 



wi/d.i 



Original people, ideas ailJ^ things aM Alw^m in 



It is up to us to build a Jerusalem out of 
/this old earth. , » « • 

Jvery man should give a reason for the faith 



f^e7rm<jrsnty-«fitVvhe m>^ims and prac 
a greedy rascality and difctai-dly seltis) 
„nd with a contelfaptible vain §ory, that o.^ 



plat'es, k 

lie oil ice 



what 



■ fools out of high 
L of business and liars out of pub- 
(litTerence there would be. 




is a L'rcalcr \irliii' In be tound in a sipiare meal. 

Mill vhal pnssibic hop, , what possible iiiiswer. 
•iin this parson jjive ur feel when eonfrontej by the 
condi.ions he speaks oil They are there alright. 
There is no denying that fact. But whyl At best 
Ik must turn all nniral responsibility back u^on 
the e(,il he worships. If he is omaiipotent be cotdd' 
ill prove these conditions or prevent thoiu alto- 
l;-. tlier. but to charge sin and sutferinjr coeval with 
ii praycr-aiiswi riiiif -'od is a travesty on Ihe .jiis- 

i-riuiraiice coincriiinu' rclijrioiis iloctriiK- or form, 
but of an iirnorjinee of physical and .social fact. 
It comes from parents who live i[i iil vcntilated 
homes and exist upon insiifTieient food. These par- 
ents must uecebsarilly beget ill-nurtured children 
whose braiis will be tie least developed parts ot 
their bodieji and as such, by the verj- necessity of 
their natures, they incline more to the animal 
rather th£Ui to human side of life and in .such con- 
ditions ejlime flourislu>s and finds its incentive 
Save theRi ! .Hut how? \ot by priyer but by 
work. tviiicate tho.sc cliildren" and .jive them 
c(j^ opriVWnnilies wmi _thij||r' br:4lfe'i. Open t,, 
the book Of li^^t never pervert Ih"- " 



jan heli>,> 
/ reader^ the 
rtifefreameii 
ir Tiappineas aiid tnisiA 



Diillion of those who profess Christ actually nappuirw nu« 

;rrltt.iS^ bT^X - ,TJL^ S^l Freethinker i, 

actions, il 




fa« 



What IS intidelity ? Who knowst Is it to be 
unfaithful to a trust or simply to avow disbelief 
n Christ or god. The chiurch is a powerful organ- 
, , ,/ation and could .lo good if it would. It does 
only a hunting for old ^ ^^^^^j ,uifaithful to its trusts. There- 

i,,r. il Is the iiitidel. It i.s the unfaithful, if such 
• * . a d.iiiiitioii be t;iveu to infidelity. Look at the 

sparkling life exist J I j^^^^ l^ .^^ politics at its press, at commerce 
lilies, streets and homes. Consider daily 
iviiiif done tins j,'o back to the scriptures, 
them and say who are the infidels. 

• , I Mother Nature, oft crud in her ministrations 

If intellectual giants are to inherit the earth j j^^p inherent justice, is ever bonnteous 



Studying theology is 
chestnuts. , • • 

In the radiant sunshine of 
the jewels of joy. ^ ^ , ^ 

The best way to reduce charity 
to provide for themselves.^ 



I chiirc 

lUUIllI 



Ankcrica. 

"When you are in receipt of the Blade in its new 
fJrm don't fail to write and tell us what yon think 
about it and if you are in a position and above all. 
u-ijling to help us in the manner indicate.l. 

Now, one and all, buckle to and let the good 
w<ork go on. Teu ea|i understand why we ipiore 
god's help and start in to help ourselves. 
• « • • 

ONE PARSON IN HELL. 



isb_.i!.'j 



iit'W«Tr.d 



nallv bee 



hell. 



parson who has act- 



they nnwt be developed in the stern sciiool of 
necessity. , , • • 

Cairistianity would never have been promulgated 
At the point of the bayonet if there had not been 
money in it. ^ , » « 

An old proverb w orth repeating is that..iro should 
do good lo our friends to keep them and to our 
enemies to gain them. 

• * * 

If orthodox ChristUn'ity should .lie the bull 
would still gender, the earth continue to yield its 
incveaae and fish food caught in tlie s. a. 
ever think of that T 



"money talU^ 



" we have just 
We raanajred 
ten dollar bills 



If it be true that 
bete able to learn its own 
to get a peep ai one of lb 
and it innmediately said "Good bye. 

• • • • 

To teU the solid truth it is a fact that the ma- 
jority of the preachers now toiling in the vineyard 
of their dear lord were tempted thither by the 
attimetioDS of a lasy life and the hope of earthly 
rewud. 



L of thought and. its . nniltiiuts -..n- 

stitute the very heart of real civ. i.alloi,. it is the 
iTieient eau.se of the social eonipaet, the dynamo 
ilic niovinir. breathing world of life and energy. 
L OUS fa"natleisiii and bigotry are the twin 
of the race. 



ported that the late Horace Crec 
contribute to a missionary Jund on tl 
I'.at if it was to be used to save pe' I' 
- to hell it was dead wrong as lnot enoin 
1 here as things were in hia day. 



and there is room in fhe world for all. With soci 
e,y organized upon a reasonable and humane 
basis it would be easy to create wealth enough to 
make the general welfare sure. There is nothing' 
impossible in such an ideal state. We could re- 
alize every bit of it and much mure if we did but 
half try. It may take centuries of evolution to 
hunuinize Us, that we may become as wise as little 
children and take for our miotto, eaah foe all and 
all for each. 

• • • • 

GOOD mwi roE blam trnkom. 

The Christian informs us that god helps th<we 
who heli» themselves. 

.Minus iiiiy hope that god will heli) us and as 
onr appeals to the l-Yeethinkers for help in iiiprov- 
II, o- 111.' lilade, through the medium of a literary 
tun. I. have been made in vain, we have resolved 
I to help ourselves, in tnith and in fact, liler.iJly and 
lij;urutiv<ly 

I in other words the Bla.le now announces that 
I with the uexl succeeding issue it will appear in a 
I new form, being a sixteen page paper, of about 
I one half of the siae of the pages now in use, there- 
by doubling the paper in the quantity of reading 
iii.itt. r and givinj,' our readers a better service, 
1 L'liMicr value for their money, and we ho^e, a far 
i eii. r Ki( « tlion;rlii pajier than the Blade has been 
sim-e we have had charge of its high d.'stiny 

Further than this we have undertaken to ffiiard 
against t.\7)0{rraphieal errors, about whieh so many 
<d' our readies have made .just eonipbiint, and to 



this 



e.l 1 



M,l cap. 




ill ilevote lb" .'iitire time 
to s. I vice of the Blade, with other labors 
I ehair so that as far aa appearance is concerned 
III snbseribers will be able to apfMreciate a meritefl 
iu^rovement. 



hell, dear reader, but one of those 
figurative expressions in which the clergy delight j 
to revel, and yet, after careful analysis it be- 
too sadly relastio for the peaee of 

nrind of the feeling man or woman. 

It happens that he paid a visit to the slums, went 
through the "red-light" district and his dcs.-ription 
of what he saw and met up with would sii...';.'est that 
lie had been as near to a livinf hell as he is ev. r , 
likely to tret. What he saw was a "an nnderworl.i ^ 
wretchedness, dcsradation. vice and j 
Coidd hell be woi-se? And this is iu our 
every-day, human existence, conditions in which 
and women live, conditions after all attribu- 
table to the wretched social conditions emsnating 
fmix what is called C9tristian civilization. His 
esc|aDMition of alarm that these poor, wretshed 
civitures may "wreck our civilization." eomes' like 
a wail from the already damned, for the church 
■nt he daiiiLS to be is wholly reeponsiWe 
for the con.litions he deplores. Ibi.l the chvirch 
real benefactor of man; Ila.l the ehureh 
stabli.sh a eoii.lition of society built upon 
kinilne.s,s instead of sinipl.N preachintr for 
pelf, this "underw.>rld" would not confront us 
and society woiUd have been built upon an entirely 
ditl>rent basis. Christdom still sends her mission- 
aries to the Ganges to pollute hunvin mind and 
human purpose, until in blank despair the 
muliitude ery opt fof Nirvana. 

A I this, of which the preacher complains, is n i 
dir«4t emanati.m from the caste, or class idea i 
whi«h Christianit.v intnxliieed throughout Kuropc | 
and findint' its way in America through the pil 
grim Fathers, wroii(;ht distinctions in society and! 
eon.-^ructed iiupassabb' bridges betwe.-n tbeni, 1 
For some y. ars w. have been t. ■aching' thai th.' I 
wor'il is -rowine- In tter. and The Mla.le iiiiisi sup | 
I)os.. that it is f.,r 111 tlie old days the .d.^r-y crii.-i-; 
fied nirti b.a.l downwards fo; 



will mUT 

The Bllfle realises mat m.'^ TTTlrMl tins never 
known aiP.ra without its burthen of .sorrow, but 
this is oijie phase of suiTering we can all strive 
to abolish. One reason why the past seems more 
■rlorious than the present is because the human 
hi>art eastjb a glaniior over the days that are dead. 
I'Voiii the , 111* anil arlare of the noon of life we 
cisl r.'urei l"iil L'lances back to the dewey morn. 
• ii.d. .IS cv ■ cii'.'ps on the shadows reach over 
liirther b).uk until ihoy link -the cradle and the 
wrrave and all i.s dark. 

(Jive men a chance: Don't rob th.'iii of Oppor- 
tunity! fyiberty, Ef|Uality. and Frat. rniey con- 
tain as much inspiration to virtue today as 
ill the days of the Marselliese. 

• • • • 

THE 0ENEAL00IS8 AGAIN. 

The relipi.ms |)ress seems determined to make 

onfiision worse, confounded fouchinir the New 
'.•stiiin.'tit f.'enealo..ri.'s of .Jesus by attempting 
iirtb.'r .■xphmations .d' lb.' diM-i-cp;iii,-ii's for tha» 
vow.'.l purpose of b;.ni,..iii/,i,.j them aii.l terini- 
atin^' he coulrov. rs>-. Kven with tin- recent ex- 



i the 1 



II. I . 



-epa 



i.o m. aiw cleared up and it is obvious that these 
: it. st apoloffists for scriptural inaccuracy seem 
not to realize that the more the explanation, or, 
where several explanations are offered the ques 4 
tion is by no means sr-ttled. 

Regarding the penealotrios of Jfathew and Luke 
the elortry have been biLsy inventing explanations 
ever sine Tli.uiias I'ain.- d.'nionstratc.I llic con\- 



vnf;.l I 



as at litfereiit p. ri.xl 

the same, ami if the r.-cor.ls, as ._'iv.'n !).■ true, one 
of two thintis iiiiLst be accepte.l, .l..,us was not 
born of a m,ira<!uIon.s conception of .Mary liy the 
Holy Ohost, or else, he was not of the Hkmse and 
lineage of David. 

The chief point n«w sought to be harmonized Is 
the biblical proph«ies in which an attempted syn» 
..nym is sought «s between Nasarene and Nazarite. 
ry student of biblical history knows that they 
so int. ;: l.'d and 
•. This is liase.l 
'And he turned 
caTed N'azareth 
r.ipli. ls lie shall 
,0 sM.di pr.,ph..cy 
suHieieiit to 



I not mean the 
iv." no ivlati. 



I up,, 



11 one to thl' othc 
II. 'lit ill .Mat hew 
and dw.dt in a . it 
^ fulfill.'d .if the I 



truth, 



today they simply ostracise 
thenL All that a reformer now needs is courage 
■ad jdeterminaUoo. b the old days he needed a 
head and • mbbsr neek. The w^d will 



side and .-aiiK 
it niijfht 1 
called a .Va/arcne." Tin- 
all the Old Testament. 
Istanup the .iitire story with fraud and an at- 
I ' thai thl l'""''**^ corruption of f««t. It can be sumused 
iiiust sup i"'"'^ i'lsthew had in mind the Nas- 

I rov i ni. i- vere a peculiar sort ot 
t^ Min ' th.' 1 '"'''^ ■ ^"^^ ^ 

and boveott * 

hers 6). Even upon this hypothesis there is no 
possible oonneetion, in sense, bMween the words 
.\anrene and Kazarite. The former is used to 



4m 



■It'Miimate a man living in the town «»f Nacareth 
lirul the latter to dmifrnate a member of a reliinons 
cpt, DM we term the followers of Alexander Camp 

M II tcKlfiy. who were somewhat of 8«?v^re H«pect. 

I I., the monks of 111,. iM.ddIr n^cs. Th. 
iiiir wi.iiM not .•ontfiid thiil 

;i X.ixfiriif It iMiiv III' lluit .\i!iMi.'w smw 

liUlcr ■,,v.i\ l.iiMl.' Ilf 1,1. IS. hr .■ouki of It. 



. ith Aliltll." 



I th,. Olil T,.>tMn 



light aiul ilM liri^fht and 



that attaok to Freutli. 
eheerfnl philosophy. 

If there be a god and do immortality for man, 
hi'n oreation m n crime. Thia ia aimply the ex- 
pi , s,sioii of (ieaire. And deaire provra nothing, 
lint why should man deaire imnwMrtality f Wh> 
Mill ?niui fcnr annihilation more than he fears 



hr Kit: 



ill ,if, 



Siipp 



I ;• 'I'l' 

|f|>|>o 



II. I 



h ntx 



th.' 



ml ^ 



lilill.'d 

I. ' I lu re lire ii.t least a full .lozon 
in <•. H in the liook HMcribed to i.'athi 
oi oiii' of them are prophecies in the 
lii. h .Mnflu'w appliea them na any one iiwy dj 
"vcr ly i-fiiding them in vonnrvtiun wi.h the 



. "that It 
III!' pi-Dpli- 
f such iii- 
aiid ypt 



lliil > iithi'w 



■erKfi'ps the 



11 . 



prophetic mark. 
.1 pliiii._'es into raii!< 
hI. Vo„ wi.l find 

I ill H (ll-CMIIl to tjlkl- 



s. nt. If Ih. r.' !„■ 
s;i] and "iiniipi-.'sc: 
it s;i|l-llil liriicvi' 
I this ._..i.| left th,' 

: II. SK Willi, 



sc this fieree lon.>;ing for j 
irratified. is the universe ' 
It is iiinni ; 



Kvei. t 
mid iicv 



• ad:iiit ( 
•t of Ih.. ^ 



this th. 

irini' 



..rhi I 



t.tli.'i 



■Iliv,l to 

I an I Iheiv |,ra--l i.-<',l l,'):«'rd('iuain f..i- tli.- .'dill 
atioii and f,'lorificu| ioii of a few half-ci vilixed peo 
;>'e. . This would tles.roy the bible in toto l)t<;au8« 
I would be a eompl&te denial of its nopst important 
lias -.'itfiH. In aleep a erimet Is it a bleaaing? Do 
v,' not conrt restful sleep? Then what degree of 
' iiiie ean one find in eternal sleepf The sohg 
ir !s fro ti) fpRt at niifht and their pipiog throat* 
I'.' stilh-d in ^l,.,.p, Th, flowers close their i)etals I 
i liii^hf-, v,L-i!s Hiul „p,'n Ihei.i only ,n th.-l 



,..| .|„s, ,,f, 

I I- II tl:<' 



to 



the 



■ itHi ty who wkjif,' 
laud the Ilolyjph, 

land hp instrieted the fosfr |»!>.r,'iit .if tli,' 
J.lesiis to refiirp into th| land of .linlca. 
|siwjt'<r to pack op and skipped ..iit. of K<r 
|-W^fi>rht of the' moon. On his return jourin-y he 
|le. rne I .hat Herod's son did reign in the stead ot 
* pat<'nial ancestor and then oomes the startling 
I'oniuifion, that being afraid to go into Judea 
der the belief that Archelans would earry otit 
lithe purpose of his father, H. r(.d.nn.iw2 etaoiemf 
I the eonimand given him to retiim into Judea, but 
' 1- rcturneil asi,I,. int,) the p,ir,s of (Ja.llilee and 
.'lit lo .\iizar,-lh, that it mi-lit he fiilfilhd. et.'., as 
I'ovc .(ii,)teil. 
Nou- l.-t us turn t,, ,iii,,tli.-r ph.-is,' .if this proph- 
i-y .(iiestioii All ;li,. hil,;,' pr.iplirts nn- all,'t;cd 
) liav. pioph.'. i.'d thn.M-h inspirati.iii from 
I K'ul ,M- that the prophecies a.itimlly came from hihI. 
I II thin is true had tfod forirotien the prophecv 
al.out the >razarcne and in.stnicte,! .loseplj to go 
l ack into Judea through mis ake. It is evident 
I that if Joseph had followed the instructions Jesus 
would have not have bein in Nazareth and th^ 
Christinn system 'would have been completely 
I bu^d. Considering the grand fact tiiat there is 
10 sueh propheoy tJte system is busted in any eveni 
ind if it is not it oiight to be. 

• • • • 

OOD AND IMBIiOBTALr|Y. 



^ fr. 



loth.'l 



I i".'!'. Th,' iHiiLdiler ..f .■liiMli., 



Th.' tri.M 



i.s I r.ik. ii foi 



and 



I if,' 



f I if,. 
. 'thr.' 




*.:lf there he no god, then h 
if th^re he .•! ir(x\ * 



1 indeed h 
iMMortaJity 



idoullk ' 



de.- 



leclino 
\|)pr. 



to he of ItPiietit t 
i.iting this spirit it is in no light nr . 

we mulertake to discuss th.' issue ili.'relii 
^ for it is one of the stock arffiuneuts ottVred 
>iodoxy against higher critics that have as- 
^ts very foundations, diattered them anti 
\v.:.''«(jPed the entire structure. 

If tli«re be mo god. The ..very proposition used 
is indicative of the existence of doubt. If there be 
a* god. The same inquisitorial prefix, even from 
the pen of a believer. Taking up the hypothesis 
from the stand|)oint of negation why should cre- 
ation he termed a calamity, if, hy creation, i.s 



iieant existence 
ally rival, d li, 
uii.'li of tnilh 
:riiiit.'.l th^it \ 
villi III,- v;,slnr 



r that 



■|. are all spec- 
■maiiation, there is 
1. l>ut taking it for 
iifiisoria compared | tlieir 
■ic. till' result of de- j tli. r.' 



is 1 ,1 crime to sink ipiieily 
ji.'acefully into an eternal sl,-c|) from there which 
is no resurrection and in whose dnst there ara no 
(listiu4>ing drc'sms. 



MAE LAWSOir AMD I 



The Hlin\r is III i,.ceipt (if a Meat little broohure 
irtitlcd "S-.x ^.aliiif.'" hy .Mae J.awsoii, hei-self. 
11.1 while approving considcraljK- of what .Mae 
rites, solid truths and fact, there is a tritle tuo 
inch of god and religion in it to udiiiit of uu en- 
tire approbation of the work. 

It may be, however, that Mae had a purpose iu 
L'w, to induce thi uitra-orthodox to read it. If 
she does that iinuch her chief point is gained and 
forgive the orthodox portions of the book, 
taking the grains of gold as we find them. The 
detil must be fought with fire, at least that is 
hat we have been told, and following the ta<^tics 
of lieecher ii little leaven is put in for the purpose 
if Workiiij,' the iial;iiic«3 otV in accptahle fashion 
for the li.iok. It should l»c widely Ircful. 
lorlii readinr; and were the lessons it por- 
L'jirried out and pract' 
orld over, tlifre woulf 
ujartial relai 

11 liwHl 1 1 i 
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BCPERT FIGURES THE COST 



$10.00 BOOK for $LOa 



(Clias. A. Kiler 
"l/mg isvMtivnlioii 
the fact that it cost,. 2U 
More. Thus 
Di.:mODd which 



) till" e.xpenite 

■lei-kH, li^Oit. furl 
incidental to ilntn 
the dealer ih finr. 

All of Ih.'s. 
tinuance of the p. 

workshop 111 
have millions w<>i 
direct fp 
ca^h, get all 



cent .of the (fro>9 „, 
iirtiele bought at wholesale for tl 
' tfHK), if .oM for tiao are mid a 



ar-| 



f Ih. 

most hiiiiilil.- Ii.'fjininnirs. . then, indee.l is the 

i. Miiii.'iit ^^llll,,||| avail. It is true that 'creati 
mi'j-lit li.. ;i trrrihle "calamity" hut tli.'re is no 
. alaniity in ;,'rowth, none in devi lopnient. How 
could there be calamity in the wonderful arrange- 
ment of star and flower. Those who Jiave no ear 
for music, no eye for beauty, are unable to hear 
ih^melody of the iniiverse, or perceive the sym- 

ii. oiiiy of the all. These would have no need for 
iiiiJiMirtaldy for with such love would lie hut lust, 



irilj 



■ a pHiiilcr to pri.le, 
id ami -old a -rod. 



I full stomach the great- 



ahout in' 
isent. Wc 



not mere I passion,^ 

;li(My<l he H «ort of soul-mai 
withpui which .sex v/ould be inupu 

r^'iiiiys.iii once wrote something ahout 
riishiiiL' to<.'etlier at the touch of the li| 
siicjl scas.)iis, the majority .>f its just 
Thj, Love of which .Ma,- Writes, is mr, 
l.iiV'c hran.l whi.-li is cali.ulat,;d to kii.'rk 
yu^u out of lif,' hut Unit l.ove ihat rr,.:ii, 
in^-hich the --soul is bathed" and pordiu 
« savaj;c m. lody l„-i, - 
Love has much to be thankful for, much Ui 
atone for. it has completely hypnotized men aud 
prevented^him trook recogninoy himself in the 
iitiddle of the turnpike road. It con tnnsform a 
nub-nosfd laundry maid into a Qrecian goddess 
and make a beuch-lcgged farmer boy a perfect 
Apollo Belivdere. Men may esteem and enjoy 
iety without even a thought of se.x, but 
• mirhly lew .l,is.'ph's in the laud these 
o would los.. a yarnieut iu an effort to 
The friemlsliiii and love of a ii.diK- woinaii, 
IS to a m;in, life's sweciost iH-rfuiiK' and if .Mae 
Lawstiii ,-an knock that one i,ica into the heads ,»f 
some of her truly orthcxlox naders her little hwk 
will have done a world of good. 
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Oianiortds anil Watches 



expeH »f forty year* experience. 
.. .u 26 per ckirt. . 

Itin;;«, Silver and Plated Ware, Optical 
Sp.«.n., Ring Guaga. and my traet. 




THE TELEO-MECHANICS Of NATURE 



OHIOAaO BOOZE-FiaHTIBS. 



-'H^'"- -Mid did It , v.T ,,,.,.iM- to y.iu rhat we 
■unr nii-hty near li.'in- mis.s,.d from .-ill luimai, 
•a.cuation? Then li,-iiitr h.-r.' have we m-t a .Intv 
«• perform by participation in the or, at and r-U,,'-. 
.>ii8 march of human proKruss/ If uiun has li.-en 
'I le to climb to his present heights, wnuided. , an 
e not climb still hi^er until he approa* h. s tha, 
•..iidition which, is said to be It close rest mhlanee 
d th.' -od.s? There is no bemg in the big, round 
^ 'i l.l. ;iM, poor, too famuble OT too lowly to take 
'iiii 1,1 this work He that hath eyes to see maj. 
•<■<■ -'I' \ l>.- ;ili!e to reco<rnize tlii.s truth. He that 
lalh ..ais I.. I;,ar iiia\ .■..mpr,-li,'ii,| what is said to 
'ler.ls. rii.d.t ihoiiudits. brave words, 
I' 'i''l|' ill th,. viorkin- out .d" TiiiHj's great prob- 
'^'"^ '""I 'li'i" ,.,111 lind an iniipiring con- 
<• ..iisi.. .ss I,, , II 1 ,-1 , ,,ii,|iti,m whi-reby <vp mav 
'";i'l'al. a slili lii^h.r liiimaii iii.,irality. 

■ ■ ' f ir.v. . alailil > ' If Ih.'iv li,. ;, 



Bishop FVillows of Chicago is a resourceful sort 
of a parson antl as if casting an air of gloom over 
th.' truly ortluKlox and {hous oi bis parish, he has 

oriraiiizcd what he names a "Itappy Club" prob 
aliiy under the notion that it requires some sort 
of a c|iil) mad. ii]i of congeuial spirits to inouleate 

' ppiii.'ss apart from orfho<loxy, 



To his , 



r.lit 



r.l of 



.if I 



. it I 
iriate 
!.'«'niality in ' 
le ai.l of his 



be said that his 
who have foiuul 
spirits" and the 



win theui 



II, Bishop 



I lir il-M. ..ntitle.l «,>rk i 
iiaiiiic Ml.: iiirdi.iiv „f (|„. 
Haeckel ternn th.in) which ar 

I have devoti'd a lift' (iin,\ ,'oii 
volume. It ia devoid of all n 
sclent ifically denionsi ratc.l i,,, . 
regarding tho temibilltv of the (..kI 
Mr . K. Ilrnrv, , 

thought Ftderation Of America \vri| 
■'l\c(vi\ed the Synopsis of v. 
arul ri M.i it ,wih ,.rc„t pmli, ,„i,| 
'ill keep your 



8 pnrt.* .in.l 115 chapters treats of the source, 

-Ml, ..„„,<.,„„-, „r '....II s.>uU- ia« p,.,f. 

beginning to he recognized by Biologists, Psy- 
- till' <i.ri-c i.iiisly :ii.<l intelligently operating 
' ' ' ' * .Iv of which 



"taphysical speeiili 



he niH'* of 
conclusions | 



and from the 
id liiiii.ortality doctrines. 
\cryiiillcs, Ky.. President ot The Free- 

r hock, "The Teleo-Mechanica of Nature,' 

.MMii,.. It lias opened up f^mit fiel.ls of 



(By . 
If you don'l 

used and hi^ 
by the Chriatian. 
bMklet of the above t 
"pointer'." — how 
IS eaata. 

J. 0. STEPI^ENSOir, 
Santa Anna, Texas. 




ttir WrMn tni Bmnlhlly llhMiuca. 



- I r 



t I lac. 



■v tll li 



iilc circulation 



all I 



Prof, l-niest Haeckel writes: 
"My dcir .Mr. WVtt stein. Voiir treatise I 
your book 'The Telco-Mechanics Of Nature li. i 
my World-SldAlM, has been r<<cei\ed and r.'a,| v 
differ on a few ouextionx. n nubly the . iie rcli 



■synopsis of 
critique of 
While we 



tailing in the.e « e,.t.,„. ,,„.i,i.-,„. uf Science and Philosophy. ^ 



'I "I I'l 

d p.ilicemai 



«.th I 



1 I I 



' li.-l|i and piiiiisli. y 
.leli^dits n pnnishit: 



liislMip hop,... 
■ i.iti sohnety. 

Kv. ii HcLHptiii^r this view of th.' silllall 
Fidlow.s iuu»t admit it is emharrasiiit; as 
that his religious ministrations from ai 
point of view, bod resulted in ntt. r f 
,he elub system was invented to do that which th,- ' 
ohurch and its theolqgy had faileil to do . | 
It 18 i:o seertf that the most truly pious nations 
lire the UMwt bibulous and- the most given to the, 
'» liquor.^ In A>hameian eouut- ' 
■ie ..f « i„e, or intoxicanis. is prohibite<l i 
'ii.\ ria(ls .►f .Japanese in .\nierioa few of i 
ili-'<- ill ai-li'iit spirits while a .lapaiies.- 
an i-Mri'ine rarity. No diil) is ii,'e,'s- 
<'l' timiii in sober paths Inif in ( 'liri.sf iap i 
eliiireli l,isliop» nuisf organize "Happy i 
to encoura^re Christiann frnj 
table them to walk a chalk,- 1 I 



A copy of the Smi..|i- 
will he iiiuilcil iirc|iaiil to ar 
10c. (Mention The lilade.) 

413-414 Main Street. 



\\ II li highest esteem. Yours, 
«l«.»e mem ioned,— a large la page pamphlet— 
addres« for « cents in aUmps or two wpJea for 



ritsi«rai«, OMTgi* 



< Ihe 



11:11411 



ds or refuses lo h !p ..i 
r .s.im,. mis-sli-p. then il 

' iiirt believe it for we eau see in human life 

1! ler aim and it is this that impeji us to reject I Another arguiu«ot against the effieieney 
' thwjogy of C%rioteodoia for the nobler imiiulsea 4 ^'•»"»* ' ^vijif 



<iHy-ii4fht. 



I)f Ih.' 



FLORIDA AND moiiT 
NEW ORLEANS »e 



■ VIA I 



QUEENS CRESCENT ROUTE 

Wint« Te«M IkUl. giaJstefegg 



For iBfonu'loB aad hi 



.1. .ddrei. 

B. G. mG, C. P. 0 T. A., II I M.i» Su, l«ii.a,o. 



ROBERT CINGERSOLl 



BLL E GRASS BLADE. PvbllBttn, 

U% W. UxUftoa. Kr. 

fHF PilOCESSIONct PLANFTS 

* natn wto He tank mam. »ri<.' -Mt laihar l«r • 




BLVE ORA^S HI \br.. Publishen. 



Life and Reminiscences 




IN RE-DISEASES 

OF SPIRITUALISTS 



' H. KCn. OSlA««Ein), MAKUM. 

Ilnxinir iearniHl that G '.i''. I>evil(i, and 



Editor at Large of National Spiritualists 
Association takes Issue with J. B. 
Lenan and KepUes to Criticisms. 
Exposition of Attitude of 
SpiritiuOiiti ToucUoK 



(I3y UMltoon D. Barret.) 



As Editor 
Spiritunlists As.-.x 
has been cillwt t.. ;i coinniunicaliM 
from the pen of J. 11. t,enan. in your h 
sue of Nov. 10, 1007, benring the hImh 
caption. Keeling assured that you ;ii 
a believer in the (;o«|>el of Kair I'l i 
nnd Eiiiuil Ri-rhts," I res]),-, I fiillv i, 

solutely incorrect statements made 1, 
th« captious critic in the article i 
qoMtion. , 

Mr. Lenan's first sentence is the oru 

of his whole arpunit-nt. lie prntnitoupl 



ccndcncy. Admitting' that tlie women 
are the mure nunicruus, the proportion 
ii in the ratio of seven . women to six 
men. This j-> not fifty to one, nor six- 
teen to one. • . which i;os|>el ^[^. l^nan 
iluiv li;n,' h.'.n.l ,,r iva,l. if he iloea read. 
*-\\..iiH>ii ;irr ii,it as st ron;; menially 
as men!" \\ lint a marvel of wisdom is 
this utterance! How about Josephine 
Henry, Susan H. Wixon, George Elliott, 
Eli?aliith lianett Browning, Ernestine 
' L. rose, Kli/abeth Cady Stanton. Susan 
' ! 1!. Amli' iiy. Mutiliia .locelyn Goge. 
I .\.k-l.ii,l,' .ImIiii-iiii. anil -everal thousand 
j others (,f niiiai l.iain V Will they not 



tilicale Cnuluation in the ki ,>«ledge of 
God, and Ufa Membetship in the 
Clmreh of Htumnity, making me one 
of its Founders and darter Members. 

Name 



I'omparc i 



ith (Ii- 



scholarly and w.inlerfully ilhiiiiincd 1. 
15. Lenan? ..et lis l>e fair. Sex i>. ii,, 
I iiirier in intellificliee, nor does it indi- 
cate weakness of l.rain, or of mental 



ith Spiri 



list-, and, 




e fell sweep of his mighty (?) intel- 
lect, declares "it" (sic) "is a case of 
eye, nerve, or bnin disease." Risjvean- 
ing may be perfectly clear to his own 
highly cultivated intellect, but to schol- 

pcciplo who are possessed of reason and 
common -ciisc, his wonls are as opaque 
as was the larkncss of Egypt in Ancient 
days. As that ilarkiipss symbolizes ipr- 
norancc in the tijjurf of speech in whieli 
it is embodied, the scpicnce is not hard 
to deduce. It makes tlic slate of Sir. 
I.«nan, a pit in hie one. indeed. 

Permit me to ,|in'stion the accuracy 
of his assertion ,is to his extensive 
aeijuaintancp with .s^piritualists. How 
many has lie ever nu t in the course i.f 
his whole life, whose mental and phy- 
sical condition would warrant him in 
deolaring that aU ^piritnalists are suf- 
fering from Drain disease? May it not 
be a 

"Dementia .Anii ricnna " on liis jiarl .' 

. Mr. I.. .U11. I have l.,-. n 
Spiritualist for more than tw. nl v 
Purinp that time, I have 
visited every State and Territory in 
the Union, with the e.wwption of Alaska, 
and hav« lectured Hgaa the subject of 
Spiritualism in all o\^ the American 
Commonwealths with tinv except! 
nine. I have 4etured in Ciy^idu. alio, 
visited seve.Wl towns in 

liding oflfioer 

Spiritualist Cha^ 
years, and for fou; 
President of the ^nti< 
Association. I cite facts, 
from egotism 01 spirit/but 
readers that 1 anr-<fHilificd as a witness 
to testify in tnis 

That there are sonitl fi n- Spiritualists 
yho are invalids I freely admit, made 
so, no doubt, by the Orthodox systams 



|K,WC 



lit V 



Worn. 



thin 



while 



erlands and Toniuemada in Spain, w 
may, with safety, conclude that it ha 
likewise affected some men, in ways nc 
greatly to their credit. 

Mr. l-eiian's next assertion that -'ej 



■ed sp,. 

r Childi^l 



Ihy . 



. n. 



\Vn 



remciiil)er that r 
James, Prof. .1. H. Hyslop. Prof, tauiille 
FlaniDiarion, Prof Oliver l.K>dge, Hon. 
A. J. Balfour, • Prof. Caesar I.ombroso, 
and Hftveral thousand other gifted sch 
nlars and scientists are far from lieinp 
old men. Their childishness may be vi- 



the t 



but 



a very unreliable witness in Uie court' 
of intelligence. He would not be able 

norantly or wijlfully nialijnied their fel- 

His reference to the fraud question 

nne not new to Spiritualists. He is 



form of fraud iu mediumahip, not ex. 
eepting the cheap photograph trick upon 
'1, JAhictL-iie lays special empKa^s. AH 

iieh humbiirrgery is strenuously de 

onnrid in the Spiritualist papers, like- 



they became Spiritualists. Taken as s 

ela-s however. T li..Llly assert that th( 

lietter liealll] |,h,\ -i. allv. and Mr happijt 
in soul than are ll.use of any other 
faith, or of no faith, in America, to- 
day, Mr. l^nan, to the contrary not- 
withstanding. I believe I speak as on« 
• who knows as many thousand, of Spir- 
itualists as he knows scores. His refer- 
•Bce. to drugs and alcohol are worthy 
of thie mind that sent them forth, 
hapii he knows from exjierienee, hence 
judges the Sp;ritualists by himself, 
assertion that "you cannot find a 
or woman, who is » Spiritualist, 
is in sound bodily or^. mental - heali 
'day" is too ridiculous to require 'Aglt- 
ment. Any man with an atom of s«nse, 
having even a si)i>onful of brains, knows 
better. At one jj:alheriii^' in Western 
New York, a few vear- a;.'o, I saw a 
group of on« hundred Spiritualists, ar- 
nagti tor the purpose of being jdioto- 
gn^lMd. There wasn't one of them yAo 
weighed leas than two hundred pounds, 
and not one of them had the slightest 
physical or mental ailment. We called 
these good men "Tnlnia^'H's 
'.for that meddlesome pulpiter Imd just 
daelared that 
ohroiiie invalid 
and cadaverous in njipi .n ance." Does 
Mr. lie nan weigh two hundred 
Cku he bring a bill of perfeet health 
■ for jmblioation- in the "Bine Grass 
BUde"T 

"Forty-nine out of every fifty Spiritu- 
ists. women: " Forsooth! What sapiency 
is this? It is truly so Stan ling as to be 
purely Lenansquc in its erudition ( ?) 
and absolute l«ck of truth. It i* pos- 
sible that Mr. Lenan may have intended 
to say "forty nine out of every fifty 
Spiritual! 



upon 



a till,- Spiritualist is asked to speak. 
Mr. lenan is not poste<l with regard 

ijjn.Jiant of what they have done, are 
now doing and teaching. He, therefore, 
is not a competent witness in this case. 
He sliould "read up" before he presumeA 
to speak again, ooncemlng a people, who 
are the moral and intellectual peers of 
any liody on the face of the earth. 



kould 8 



ill t 



jority of Spiritualists may be women. 
, Tw« thirds of the members of the 
' ^uKAaa are women, so it is said, but 

Spiritualists show a better record than, 
this. As s|>ecial af.'ent for the Tensil' 

United States, with regard to 
attendance, etc. In many 



PUT 

VOUR EYE ON THIS 



ChnriA of Humanity is Getting Beady 
For Decisive Action Through a 
Delegated Convention of 
Members 

READ THIS AND 

WBITB HEADQUAKTKB8. 

(By W. H. KeiT.) 
.lames E. Hughes: 

I enclose two short item« for next 
Blue f;ia9s Blade. Please insert them 
lo give any of your subscribers wish- 
ng to accept these offers u chance to do 
»o and oblifie. 

LAST CHANCE. 

The Church of Humanity has now 
■i-2\ enrolled members in 38 states. 
\\ li, n I'll) members are enrolled and 
,,i,ie vacancies tilled a delegate con- 
tention of the society will be called for 
i"rnial organization and incorporation. 
These charter members are to be 
as the original 



A.ldress 

A>>c Sex Occupation. 

Xntionality Language 

Previous Church 

W. H. RGHR, 
Temporary International Orgsnicer. 



CLOSED 



WERE THE DOORS 



Of This Church to the : 
A SahMm Keepw Opened hia Booms 
To mmtn TMm. 

AND WHAT DID CHBI8T 

SAT ABOVT CRILDBEN. 



•Suffer 



! children 
-them not.' 
lie ISlada v 



at federal troops have ju.it been iin 
essed into Jtrviceatthe gold fields to 
ppress the striking mindrs at the point 
a bayonet. 

It is not this particular fact I wish to 



s fact 



reh 



; developed during 

uajfine it will give 
inful thought to 
;ion and sociology 
now understood in 



laiilt. The pro 



be prcniptorily rejected l>e<'ause the ex- 
istence of a man, in the absence of 
orgaaio stnietun, is a minek vaatly 
grsater tha* woaM be the (eraaeloaa or 

unc<mscinus) false testimony of the 

whole world, .\bsolutely nothing would 
atisty the intellif.'cnt se„r,,hcr after 

f his physical body, than the presence 
of audi a disembodied man in the- open 
court of seieMe, in broad dAyNgM, sur- 
rounded by oonditions absolutely proof 
against fraud, and subject to the person- 
al inspection of all those who would 
lie interested lo see a complete living 

composed of — nothing 
garments, boots, ate., 
say "composed of 
composed of 
what it is. 

As far as sour knowledge goes, man is 
an iininial, composed of a ci>mplex »yB- 
tem of organs, nerves, arteries, muscles, 
Ixmes, brains. Heah, bloo.l. el,-, cacli 

man. Spiritism implies thai man c-;in 
exist and live without this complex or 
ganism as well a< with it. If not the 
most stupendiotts miracle ever oonject 
ured in the brain of man. T after forty 
years of earnest (but vainl research fail 
to comprehend "spirit" and nil it implies, 
Without this physical sinicture no man 
ever eanie into existence, withyut it n<i 
nmn has ever been subjected to strict 
investigat ion, diagnosis or disseetkin. and 
ithoiit it man is absolutely unthink 
)le. AnrI garments are always sup 
iseti to lie made of fabric — warp and 
lof— and boots of leather but when 
? "catch n spirit." it is always rolhinjr 
nn able-bodied medium in pct.ticoati 
may be "tailore<l." hii 



Spirits are like the Irishman's llea - 
vhen ye put yer finger on 'm, he'- not 
there." 

n n mnn oome into being in any other 
than by being bom of a woman? 
But what have we. after the dissolution 
of the body, to create the same man? 

Animal (human) structure and per 
sonaMty ai« caase and effeatk When the 



liVlp of every man, wonnin a 
the district, lo sell tickets at a cent 
each, each ticket representing a brick 
albriek to be used in the construction 
of. the edifice. The church :»ias built 
and from it the gospel was 'preached 

of employment. Some fi w ev ictions 
took plaoe. HodmU^s families ^ere left 
to> (he teadar met.vj^ -.jf .thy p l i l K ' "! " 
storm and federal bayonets ^ 

^We^e the doors of the emptvkehurch 
thrown open to shelter theyLnnoent 
children from ths bitior wind^ of Ute 
September? No. The children, along 
w^ their parents, were oamjied down 
fai a field, Hke cattle, whilst t^is orthe 
dox stmeture stc>»d empty. 

Think of innocent children-=^inder^ed 
homeless— in a Christian country, sleep- 
ing like cattle in the fields, whilst not 
two hundred yards away stood the fu 
lure church of those same children — 
empty and unused. 

Why? Because the church protects 
capital and property; and in thi* case 

But 

closed, a aympathitie salooa-kMpar 
thraw open tim doors of Us latg* olnb 
room, aad bedded a number of the dhfl* 
dN^ in 



SHARP 



(okIs, Devils and Holy Ghosts 1 



hell II 



ths : 




ci.'ty lo make these discoveries known 
all people and organize them into 
eieties for that purpoae. 
If there are nity readers of the Blue 

ess lilade »ho know the above dis- 
v.>i.. an.l are not members of the 
ivite them to fill out 
Ihe following applia 



POINTS FOR THINKERS 

Spirits are Like Fleas for When You 
Think You Have Them You Don't 
Have Them and There You 
Are. 

TBCHHICAI. DISCUSSION 

BY A THnraxB. 

(By Otto Wettstain.) 
The word "Infidel," In the sense U8e3 
by the Church, is a misnomer and a lie 
It is an insults to the world's "bravest ana 
most enlightened men and wo 

Why doesn't the Society for Physical 
Research search for a spirit and dia 
cover what spirits, spirit garments, 
spirit teeth, hair, etc., aii? mad* 
e ntities, 'these can be resolved into their 
ultimate constitutes. If the respw* 
is: "Why don't you tell us what ele» 
Iridty, magnatism, etc., to ma4»toM'' 
I reply: There is no analogy b ll W 
living organic befatg likai m«a-Mrhieh 
a spirit must be U ml— and- these 
iiM.i-Hi.ic l,,r,e.s and fluidl of Niature. 
^nirits, if ..uch beings exMk ca«|i 'be 
placed upon the disseeting-Mk d ■«*- 
ence, and their part* resolfnd iatoftkelr 



Otherwise we would have effset without 

a trod should reason coneerninp 
iri^rin as a man does conccminf; his 
he would instantly deny hi* o«-n 
ity hnd conjecture a god who 
created him. 

e mysteries of Nattire are great ; 
mrwfpries of ' Theism infinitely 



What 




insigniiii 
such 

and worlds^ 
there is 
way. 

Wfth tlH sxfcinatlon of the god-myth 
in oome the tndMAwMty; eqwUHy 



THraWlfTIAN CITY 

(Contlnuod from First Pa«e.) 



It h 



representative of 'huiiianitv 
iticeable that he took away the vcr' 
undation of the Jewish Sabbath a 
positive religisos ordinance, by den. 

ing that Qod «var mita. "My fathe 

woiM hitkerto (down to this tim 

always), aad I work.' 

It is not necessary to cpiote passajic 
itt which Paul expressly denies the bind 



Hume says! "No testimony is snffl- 
cient to establish a miracle unless the 
testimony of such a Kiii.l that its fals- 
hood would be more 11:11 iculous ilmn the 
fact which it endeavors to estabUsh." 
Tested by this ^t rule l|pirUism miist 



The Augsburg Confession, jirepared by' 
Melancthon for the whole I'rotestant 
communion, says; "Those who judge 
that in the place of the Sabbath the 
Ixird's day was instituted, as a day to 
le necessarily observed, are g s e a tly mis- 

We do not contend for the correctness 

if this view, but we say that this is 
he view of many < hristi in as well a~ 

»ncur in the justice of Mr. Miller's 
ippeal for the m h nm u aM of hto view 
>f the S«lika«k by tiM aiidl —t lm riti ee. 

He spoice of the iafluenee of the foreign 

nt in the desecration of the Sab 

|«o]de are different fn.ni the |M.<.ple of I 
Kurope. As evidence of this he cited 
the fact that the Kuropean nations have 
great standing armies, whereas we have 
not. 

Now, we do not think that this is an 
evidence that the people of Europe are 
morally diSarsat frwB the people of 
e do not think that the 



:planation 01 the reasons for our not 
having a standing army is no defence 
of the sahMn nor of the Sunday theatre. 
It is mcKly given to indicate tha in- 

lusiveness of Mr Miller's rensofl 



It , 



tics of modem times speaking in re- 
ference to a future life very wisely ad- 
mitp his faUibflity and says: T do not 
know." If Col. Ingersoll was persuaded 
In this view after yenrs of in.piiry and 
n. w,.iild it not be better to 



(hat 



their lieing open on Sunday, for there 
are hundreds of people who will not 
attend ohureh, and might go to worse 
places than a theatre on Sunday if thit 
source of amusement were denied them. 
It seems to us lhat there are oilier evils 
which Mr. Miller mi;rht yrnpple with, 
quite as great as tliosi' U< which be 
referred. 

Conquest and (he ini|in\ crishnient of 
the masses by taxation to support the 
comparative few. have been the most 
iM^iortant factors in the destnietton of 
nations. Greed, organised into institu 
tions, made the jieople slaves prnctically. 



and 1 



he div 



nd c 



other |>arts of the world. The danger 
to day is not in the theatre and Sunday 
amusements as mndk as it if la tk* 

greed, the avarice. tb-> desire for wealth 
nnd display, and the dishonest practices 
to which greed leads men that they may 
get rich. The worst cNamples, those 



H.K-k( 



of the art of fleecing Ihe people. What 
loss and wretchetlaess have been caused 
by adepts in 'high flnanee," whose 

gambling and rascality brought on the 
present money panic: Saloons need 



often 



all -1 



: gamblers hav 
«b,d,- iiati.m. in distr. 
theatened it with one of 
business depressions wliie 
loss and sorow to milli 
Such intluenoea are the n 
iral progress and the 
•e institutions, and tli 
>fr. .\Iillor are in c 



The pulpit dea 


s with moral truths 


and duties in tlieir gestatten— in that 


wonderful womb-lVe withiq the 'fruit 


ful conscience wh 


fh love works by laws 




search for them with 


the anatomist's li 


life would be abortion 




lit by the policemen'- 


club would 1)6 iiij 


l-der. Not until brute 




>an to love his neigh- 


bor can religion] 


thrive upon force. 


Whatever doniau 


of duty .is given over 


by religion to iM 


, is lost toJtsjjMgl^ 



-iii,,ii »a> «i-,l\ taken, as to lietter 
pioniote the general trend of Free- 
thought in opposition to the iron rule 
of Orthodoxy which he was doing his 
l»st to overthrow and annihilate? 



I am writ in 
that Mrs. Illiv 



this 



of 1. 



istle of I'reethoujfht. lly this I 1 
it all her work nnd propaganda 
' line of combatting the churd 
ry point; and proeurirtg a stat 
icty entirely unfetered from a 
I fiMiiK which now, and for ages 
e tilled the World with blood 
■er\, lis so fully attMted by 

;e ,if lli-tiiiy. 



every 



s:iy there is no Cod. What 
riiMin.j i- there to this anyhow? 
simply "the good." There is a 
c. It never had any beginning, 

I H have any 1. I.et that stand 

r.d." Why di-pnte it? "\o fn- 
fe '? There nuiy lie-^there 
Who can tell ? 



tell ? Ins-lad of do^' 
let us V>nfess our 



ignoranKp of the 1 

lure; and aiitB(.'oni-e the .diiircTi iji 1 

right of each and e.cry .Ine to thi/k 
freely and honestly (m any moral or 
religioui question. To do tuis properly 
we must not know It ail. We must not 
he hide bound or straight -laced; but 
open to the conviction that Freedom 
of thought is the comer-stone of know- 



Does MATTER THINK? 

(By Otto W^tiMeln ) 
The following Is reprodticed by re 

nncsi from the columna of th« People's 

l o I ho lin. Kamond VernlmoBt, 
Dinton, Tex.: 

Ksu>enitd Sir: — In The People's 
Press of September 21, crltlclaing the 

materialistic views of our honored 

sicrelarv. Mrs. UlivMi, ,vou ask the 



.8 It thai thinks? We know living ant- 
aial forms think, bMt have absolut 
no knowledge of psychical activity, 
lie absence of physical actl' 
Something thinks, nothing cannot 
think; hence, knowing no thou^dil m 
liscnce of jihyslcal slrucuire. It 
ctssit.v iliat fhouKh* '• 



IvI^jtlipV 



ir,ia«, 

it then-'seriouslvTonsider whe^. 

insulted wl' n asked to maintain 
Sabbatical sacralents or shibboleth.. 
Religious faiths tliat win the devotion 
of thousands by jthe order, hope, con 
soUtion or heautylwbioh they introduce 
into, sodal life, l4eome by their very 
power over the ^nscienees of large 
fltne«s to 

arouse conflicting I pa sirins. fri;ihtfiil 
sources of revoUiiiim i.iid bloodshcil 
when the law iil invoked to enforce 
then. As He I ,K,,|ueville said, "when a 
reli);ion founds lt^• empire only upon 
ihe .lesii-e of imniortaiity which lives 
i-ery huiium heart, it may aspire to 




sal < 



eif with 



ing still involved is mystery, 
llveat 'the crowning work of 

lor of your God) of capacity 
wtrs to think ;iihI Insist t 



Insist th^ 

latead ^Hk. 
It your WmW' 



few forfeits the hope of reigning 
all." And when it appeals to force its 
disregards the woHa of Jesus to Peter, 
when he would have drawn his sword 
ifence of his Master: "Pul up 



of a 



ral c 



The 



ene of them- can burl a ; 
a neighboring country 1 



^tiaeat with 8,000 mitos of water be- 

itween us and the great military nations 

the old world. There is.no .langer 

nations, and tli. n fore we have kept hut 
a small standing army. Since the in- 
vention and building of great battle- 
ships that can ctos< the ocean, we have 
our navy until it now is reck- 
we mistake not the third great- 
est in eflectiveneAS of all the navies of 
the world. The reason fur this was in- 
creased by our acquisition of territory 
to Aaia and in the West Indies. This 



GOES 



AFTER MI& BLIVEHS 

Critic Maintains That to AfiSrm There 
Is no God or Future Life is Too 
Much for Freethinkers. 

ISSUB OP mBOAnON 

OBAPriBMATION 

(By O. Morriwn.) 
In the.Bla4e of Dec. ISth., 1007 you 

luive an Article by .Mr<. Blivens and also 
refer editorially to her .■.DniniiniealioM 

to establish such an ,11 nani/...t i,,a ; n.ir 
do I find fault with your conducting 
the "Blade" in futherance uf Jier scheme, 
if to you it sesmi meet and proper. 

What I find fault witlv is .Mrs. Bli- 
ven's d<i;;niafisni. In ord.r to l,e<-ome 



of 1, 



affin 



(iod nor future life. There is nothing 
modest about that. She docs not say, 
"I think there is no Qod nor future 
life:" hut she^disposei of the whole 
matter by a dogmal 



of the general operations 
<t mind. One of the gretea 



of i 



iiiiljuriaut fact that Instead 
liii:-; the basis f thought your I 
is leads, us into far 
ury. Place your spirit-man beside 

idiysical man, and are we not 
n (oiifroiiUHl with ihc identical or 

: How do,-« this spirit think? You 
|iosit thought but have 
liini.ir — ,ibKoiutely nothing tang- 
which thinks. Has a aonl a soul, 
irit a spirit within its outer form? 
Ill il you can t^lieve a decamate 
<>i which you know 'abaolutrty 

HI- and which has neither liody, 



soil 111 ilic research. If you can believe 
iliLs uvertowerlng mystery what logical 
right have you to. cballenge the 

Materialist to explain thought? 

Thinking is an every day, idaln sLdf- 

il only as a faciion 01 process of nmn 
or of li.e lowt r aulmaln. In the 
absence of such animal fomu we are 
not aware and have no evideaoe of 
thought or psychical proeeMea, bence 
thin iirovea beyond oavU and doubt 
that (organized living) matter (a the 
sole cause ur basis of all mental 
iih( nunu iia. And If you, my dear sir, 
or Miiii- Ki-cai (hurch, or all the 
world s s,,( jciii .s of psychical- research 



1 the 



Bcituce a veritable living soul or aiprit, ■. 

you wUI. after due analyMs, dia&>Ter | 

that thme clao are matter. ' I 

Hoping you will aid this humble t 

class of MatcriallBts In their earnest E 

search for Tr|ith, I remain yours for p 

Creethought, Science and Reaion. f 

THE ARTICLE GOES. 

Cleveland, O. 
Hear .vir. iluglifs: — Within 1 send 
you a aliort article ou Thomas Paine — 
with its lusplrlng cause, an editorial.,^ 
In The Cevelaud Leader of Deceia- v 
er 0th. 

if you can use it send me a iv/t a 
xtras with bill If any. If not pleaae 

eturn postage Inclosed. I think, it 

11 (i|i|M)riuiiil.v lo I nlinlileii tin- people 
s 10 I lie I rue worlli and greatness of 
'honiuB Paine The facts stated in 
this arUcle are largely drawn from 
O. Coawaya Ufa U Pglaa. 



